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California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

CERS 3.0 Update 
In June 2015, CalEPA hosted a workshop to review hundreds of suggested enhancements for the 
California Environmental reporting System version 2.0 (CERS 2.0). The workshop was attended by 
each Unified Program regulating state agency as well as the Data Steering Committee. Upon 
conclusion of the workshop, 110 supported enhancements for a CERS 3.0 development project were 
presented to the CalEPA CERS Technical Support Unit to determine the amount of time and effort 
necessary to complete each enhancement. CUPA data services vendors that interface with CERS 
were also contacted to estimate the time and effort necessary for the completion of each 
enhancement. 
 
From the CERS Technical Support Unit’s time and effort assessment, CalEPA was able to derive an 
overall cost estimate for the development and implementation of CERS 3.0 in the amount of 
approximately $2 million for all 110 enhancements. This estimate does not include expenses that are 
likely to be incurred by local agencies as the implementation of a CERS 3.0 may affect the 
interconnectivity of the local reporting systems.  Because of the high cost and widespread impact of 
these enhancements, the project must be overseen by the California Department of Technology. The 
California Department of Technology will require a feasibility study of the CERS 3.0 development and 
implementation, which can take up to 18 months, followed by about a year to put contracts into place 
for the project, and finally, it is estimated that actual completion of CERS 3.0 enhancements will take 
about two years. With these requirements, a CERS version 3.0 is not expected to be deployed until 
approximately the year 2020. 
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In the meantime, CalEPA’s Technical Support Unit will be evaluating the enhancements to determine 
which are possible in the current CERS 2.0 system. This will improve a variety of aspects in the 
current system and may significantly reduce the overall cost of the CERS 3.0 development project.  A 
summary of the workshop review of the proposed enhancements and details of each enhancement 
are available by using the links below: 
 

 Summary of CERS 3.0 Enhancements Reviewed by the Data Steering Committee 
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/EReporting/2015Workshop/Summary.pdf  

 

 CERS 3.0 Enhancements Supported by the Data Steering Committee 
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/EReporting/2015Workshop/SupportInfo.pdf  

 
For questions regarding CERS 3.0 development and implementation, please contact 
CERS@calepa.ca.gov.  
 
CERS Tips and Tricks 
CERS Tips and Tricks include helpful explanations and resolutions regarding current issues recently 
received by the CERS Technical Support Team (CTST).  If you have questions or concerns, please 
contact the CTST at cers@calepa.ca.gov.  
 
Regulators can obtain a list of email contact information for all regulated facilities in their 
jurisdiction by downloading the “Business User Email Address.” 
 

 Log into the CERS Regulator portal. 

 Select “Tools” in the upper right corner. 

 On the right side of the screen, select “Download CERS User Accounts for an UPA’s 
Businesses.” 
 

 

 
 Select your Regulatory agency 

o Choose to include or exclude non-regulated facilities 
o Choose to show or not show submittal element reporting requirements 

 

 Select “Download Spreadsheet” 
 

http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/EReporting/2015Workshop/Summary.pdf
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/EReporting/2015Workshop/SupportInfo.pdf
mailto:CERS@calepa.ca.gov
mailto:cers@calepa.ca.gov
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 The downloaded spreadsheet will display the following information: 

o First and last name of each CERS user 
o Email address, last CERS sign-in date 
o Business organization name 
o Business headquarters 
o Organization code 
o Total number of Business Users 
o CERS ID 

 
Updated CERS Frequently Asked Questions Posted on the Regulator Portal 
The following Frequently Asked Questions documents have been updated and posted at: 
http://cersreguator.calepa.ca.gov/Help in the General section.  They relate to compliance, monitoring 
and enforcement (CME) reporting in CERS. 
 

 Reporting Escalated Violations in CERS 

 Should Enforcement be Reported in CERS for Every Violation? 

 Reporting Multiple Identical Violations in CERS 
 
These FAQs were developed in coordination with the Unified Program Administrative Advisory Group 
Enforcement Steering Committee.  If you have questions, please contact Dan Firth at 
Daniel.Firth@calepa.ca.gov.  
 
Reminder:  Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement (CME) Data must be entered into CERS  
Starting fiscal year 2014/2015, CME data must be submitted electronically within 30 days of each 
completed quarter [CCR Title 27, Division 1, Subdivision 4, §15290(b)]. Submittal deadlines are listed 
below: 

Fiscal Year Quarterly CME Action Occurs 
(including updates) 

Deadline for Electronic Submittal 
Of Quarterly CME Data 

July 1 – September 30 October 30 

October 1 – December 31 January 30 

January 1 – March 31 April 30 

April 1 – June 30 July 30 
 
As of August 1, 2014, CUPAs are evaluated on quarterly CME electronic reporting requirements for 
inspection and enforcement activities occurring on or after July 1, 2013. 
 
All CME data must include the complete detail record fields identified in the CERS Regulator Portal 
(http://cers.calepa.ca.gov/) and defined in the Unified Program Data Dictionary 
(www.calepa.ca.gov/LawsRegs/Regulations/T27/DataDict.pdf).   
 
For more information, please refer to Unified Program Guidance Letter 14-02 
(http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/Bulletins/2014/Jan17.pdf).  

http://cersreguator.calepa.ca.gov/Help
mailto:Daniel.Firth@calepa.ca.gov
http://cers.calepa.ca.gov/
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/LawsRegs/Regulations/T27/DataDict.pdf
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/Bulletins/2014/Jan17.pdf
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Department of Toxic Substances Control 
 

SB-14 Documentation is No Longer Required to be submitted 
SB-1018, adopted in July 2012, has repealed the requirement for facilities to submit the SB-14 
Pollution Prevention and Hazardous Waste Source Reduction and Management Review Act 
documentation to the DTSC.  Facilities are still required to have an original on site for review by 
DTSC or CUPA inspectors.  As a result, the DTSC is returning all SB-14 submissions received in 
2015 to the facilities, with a letter stating the requirement to submit has been repealed.  A copy of the 
letter is attached. Information on SB-14 can be found at 
https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PollutionPrevention/SB14/SB14_Intro.cfm 
 
Renewal of the Neutralex Treatment Technology 
This treatment technology was renewed on July 13, 2015. The renewal certification can be found at  
https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/TechnologyDevelopment/TechCert/upload/scigen-neutralex-cert-2015.pdf 
 
State Water Resources Control Board 
 

Compliance with California and Federal UST Regulations Notification 
On October 21, 2015 the State Water Board sent out notice, via Lyris, to UST owners and operators 
describing federal regulations they need to meet in addition to California’s UST requirements.  UST 
owners and operators must comply with the new federal UST regulations that became effective 
October 13, 2015.  The letter informs owners and operators where they can find more information on 
how to meet federal UST regulations.  In addition, detailed tables have been compiled to assist UST 
owners and operators in determining which of the new requirements in the federal UST regulations 
need to be met and by when.  The tables contain compliance deadlines, a general description of each 
of the new federal regulations that are more stringent than California UST statutes and regulations, 
and the federal citation.  A copy of the letter is posted at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/tech_notices/docs/ca_fed_regs.pdf. 
 
Updated UST Data Posted on the Web 
The State Water Board has posted the following updated Report 6 related information to our website: 
Public Record Summary Information on Underground Storage Tanks – This page is required to be 
published annually by the Federal Energy Act of 2005 and shows a summary of UST facility 
information and a table listing the source and cause information for UST releases reported during the 
past reporting period.  The page can be found at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/public_record_sum_info.s
html.  
 
Report 6 Semiannual Data – This table shows the number of active UST facilities and USTs, the 
number of USTs that were permanently closed, the number of USTs that were installed, and 
inspection information for the reporting period.  The table can be found at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/docs/qtrlydata/jan_june20
15.pdf.  
 
Red Tags Issued Through June 2015 – This table lists the Red Tags issued through June 2015 and is 
sorted by the reporting period issued and by the regulatory agency that issued them.  Select “Red 
Tags affixed by CUPAs (listed by CUPA or Date affixed)” at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/index.shtml. 

 

https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PollutionPrevention/SB14/SB14_Intro.cfm
https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/TechnologyDevelopment/TechCert/upload/scigen-neutralex-cert-2015.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/tech_notices/docs/ca_fed_regs.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/public_record_sum_info.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/public_record_sum_info.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/docs/qtrlydata/jan_june2015.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/docs/qtrlydata/jan_june2015.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/index.shtml

