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Apply for coverage under the 
Dairy Digester General Order 
(Order No. R5-2010-0130).

Executive Officer Issues 
Notice of Applicability 

to applicant (i.e., permit)

Staff’s review of the 
submitted NOI determines 

that it is adequate.
Yes

No

Will new ponds need 
to be constructed or existing

ponds reconstructed to comply with 
the Dairy General Order?

Applicant 
submits a 

design report 
for a Tier 1 or 
Tier 2 pond. 

Yes Executive Officer issues letter 
approving the design report.

Staff’s review of the
submitted pond design 

report determines that it is
adequate.

Yes

No
Staff will request additional 
information from applicant.

No

Will the digester be 
limited to above ground 

tanks?

No action needed to remain 
under the Dairy General Order.Yes

Yes No

Under Dairy 
General Order (Order 
No. R5-2007-0035)?

Can the facility meet the 
conditions of the Digester 

General Order?

Submit Report of Waste Discharge 
(RWD) for Individual Waste 

Discharge Requirements (WDRs).
No

Yes

Central Valley
Water Board

CalRecycle

No

Digester project located on a dairy
with digester feedstocks limited to 
dairy manure generated on-site.

No action needed to remain 
under the Dairy General Order.

No

Staff will request additional 
information from applicant.

Sells or gives away
< 1,000 yd3 compost 

product per year
No

Applicant submits
Enforcement Agency Notification

No further action needed.

Excluded
No action needed.Yes

Applicant 
submits Notice 
of Intent (NOI) 
and filing fee. 

Material will
generate temperature

less than
122°F

No action needed.Yes

No
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CalRecycle

Digester project located on a dairy 
with non-manure substrate generated on-
site (i.e., crop residuals or energy crops).

Apply for coverage under the 
Dairy Digester General Order 
(Order No. R5-2010-0130).

Applicant 
submits Notice 
of Intent (NOI) 
and filing fee. 

Executive Officer issues 
Notice of Applicability to 
Applicant (i.e., permit)

Staff’s review of the 
submitted NOI determines 

that it is adequate.
Yes

No

Can the facility meet the 
conditions of the Dairy 

Digester General Order?

Submit Report of Waste Discharge 
(RWD) for Individual Waste Discharge 

Requirements (WDRs).
No

Yes

Staff will request additional 
information from applicant.

Central Valley
Water Board

Sells or gives away
< 1,000 yd3 compost 

product per year
No

Applicant submits
Enforcement Agency Notification

No further action needed.

Excluded
No action needed.Yes

Material will
generate temperature

less than
122°F

No action needed.Yes

No
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Central Valley
Water Board

CalRecycle

Digester project located on a dairy with the 
addition of imported manure and/or non-manure 
substrates (e.g., cannery waste, ethanol waste, 

green waste, fats oils and grease [FOG])

Material will generate 
temperature of
at least 122°F

Transfer/Processing
Application 

complete and correct
(30 days)

Receives
60 yd3 or 15 tons to < 100 tons 

per day

Receives
< 60 yd3 or 15 tons

per day

Yes

No
Applicant submits Full 
Solid Waste Facility 
Permit Application

Applicant submits 
Registration Permit 
Application

Yes

Applicant submits
Enforcement Agency Notification

No further action needed.

Compostable Materials Handling

Enforcement Agency submits proposed 
permit to CalRecycle (60 days). CalRecycle 
concurs in the issuance (60  days). 
Enforcement Agency issues.

No

Yes

Application
complete and correct

(30 days)

Enforcement Agency issues 
Registration Permit (5 days)

Yes

No

Yes

No

Applicant submits Full 
Solid Waste Facility 
Permit Application

Application 
complete and correct

(30 days)

No

Enforcement Agency submits proposed 
permit to CalRecycle (60 days). CalRecycle 
concurs in the issuance (60  days). 
Enforcement Agency issues.

Yes

Imported
non-manure substrate 

is green waste
only*

No

Applicant submits
Enforcement Agency Notification

No further action needed.

Yes

Other operations regulated under Enforcement Notification tier:
Research Composting Operations (any material type, 2 years, < 5,000 yd3 if not within-vessel)

Other excluded activities:
Within-vessel composting (< 50 yd3) *May be limited to 12,500 yd3 of green material on-site

No

Apply for coverage under the 
Dairy Digester General Order 
(Order No. R5-2010-0130).

Applicant 
submits Notice 
of Intent (NOI) 
and filing fee. 

Executive Officer issues 
Notice of Applicability to 
Applicant (i.e., permit)

Staff’s review of the 
submitted NOI determines 

that it is adequate.
Yes

No

Can the facility meet the 
conditions of the Dairy 

Digester General Order?

Submit Report of Waste Discharge 
(RWD) for Individual Waste Discharge 

Requirements (WDRs).
No

Yes

Staff will request additional 
information from applicant.
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Central Valley
Water Board

CalRecycle

Digester project located at a 
centralized location offsite of a dairy 
with imported manure and/or non-

manure substrate.

Executive Officer Issues 
Notice of Applicability to 
Applicant (i.e., permit)

Apply for coverage under the 
Centralized Dairy Digester 

General Order
(Order No. R5-2011-0039).

Applicant 
submits Notice 
of Intent (NOI) 
and filing fee. 

Staff’s review of the 
submitted NOI determines 

that it is adequate.
Yes

No
Staff will request additional 
information from applicant.

Can the facility meet the 
conditions of the Centralized 

Digester General Order?

Submit Report of Waste Discharge 
(RWD) for Individual Waste Discharge 

Requirements (WDRs).
No

Yes

Material will generate 
temperature of
at least 122°F

Transfer/Processing
Application 

complete and correct
(30 days)

Receives
60 yd3 or 15 tons to < 100 tons 

per day

Receives
< 60 yd3 or 15 tons

per day

Yes

No
Applicant submits Full 
Solid Waste Facility 
Permit Application

Applicant submits 
Registration Permit 
Application

Yes

Applicant submits
Enforcement Agency Notification

No further action needed.

Compostable Materials Handling

Enforcement Agency submits proposed 
permit to CalRecycle (60 days). CalRecycle 
concurs in the issuance (60  days). 
Enforcement Agency issues.

No

Yes

Application
complete and correct

(30 days)

Enforcement Agency issues 
Registration Permit (5 days)

Yes

No

Yes

No

Applicant submits Full 
Solid Waste Facility 
Permit Application

Application 
complete and correct

(30 days)

No

Enforcement Agency submits proposed 
permit to CalRecycle (60 days). CalRecycle 
concurs in the issuance (60  days). 
Enforcement Agency issues.

Yes

Imported
non-manure substrate 

is green waste
only*

No

Applicant submits
Enforcement Agency Notification

No further action needed.

Yes

Other operations regulated under Enforcement Notification tier:
Research Composting Operations (any material type, 2 years, < 5,000 yd3 if not within-vessel)

Other excluded activities:
Within-vessel composting (< 50 yd3) *May be limited to 12,500 yd3 of green material on-site

No


